TO:

NTCHS Seniors (and  Parents) 
FROM:
Mrs. Nancy Linnell

DATE:

January 4, 2011
SUBJECT:
Things You Should Know
Seniors may take up to two days from school to visit colleges.  However, you must pick up a form from Val in the office BEFORE you go on the college visit and have the form completed by the college personnel, and return it to Val to have it an excused absence. See the list of schools that are offering a College or Career Day in the near future.

It is time to apply for your FAFSA pin number.  See the attached card.  If your parents have a pin number from an older sibling who applied for financial aid, they can use the same pin number but YOU must have your own pin number.  The deadline to apply for FAFSA (Federal) in Montana is March 1 -- you must have tax information for both you and your parents/guardians.  If you don’t have this information by the end of February, you can enter estimates and then revise it later.  However, it is best to get it in as early as possible.  The earlier you apply, the better chances you have to get grants and assistance, if you qualify.  (when they run out of money, its gone!)  Also a lot of college scholarships will not consider your scholarship application unless you have completed the FAFSA.

Here are the last dates to take ACT tests before graduation.     

	DATE
	Location
	Site code
	Possible conflict
	Sign up by:

	February 12
	  ???
	
	Not given locally
	January 7

	April 9
	Shelby
	188250
	Track, golf?
	March 4


Register online at www.actstudent.org, or get a paper copy from me. Our school code is: 270-855. Test can be taken at other sites; check website for more information on testing. 
Check out the FREE practice tests for ACT and SAT tests, information on FAFSA, and financial aid at www.smartaboutcollege.org.

MCIS offers an excellent scholarship search tool. To start your search, sign on to www.SmartAbout College.org and click on MCIS. A full section relating to financial aid is available, including information about 3000 scholarships. See the attached pamphlet for more information.
Check out the site at www.fastweb.com for scholarship and college searches, career planning, and other useful information.

Funding Education Beyond High School can be accessed at www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/guide. This is a comprehensive detail about federal student aid programs.  The new College Preparation Checklist (www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/collprep) explains how to prepare academically and financially for college through “to do” lists aimed at students and parents. 

MSU-Bozeman Resident Freshman Premier Scholarship – apply for admission (include GPA on the self report form), send ACT or SAT scores to MSU, and complete Montana State Premier Scholarship application available online or from me. Many of these scholarships and awards will only be available for a limited time. Visit www.montana.edu/admissions/scholarshipsres.shtml.
MT Board of Oil & Gas Conservation Contest – See me for more details and essay topic.  Deadline for entry is January 21.

Basin Electric Power Cooperative Scholarship - $1,000 scholarship to any student of a member consumer of Marias River Electric who is a high school senior or current college students. Application from me.  Deadline: Received by MRE office by 5 pm on January 29.
MECA (Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association) Memorial Scholarship – High school seniors and college students. Application from me.  Deliver to MRE office by 5 pm on January 29.

Marias River Electric (MRE) Scholarships – Awarded to local area senior students; Dollar amount awarded to each applicant will be determined after reviewing the applications.  Same application form as MECA, available from me. Deadline: received by MRE by 5 pm, January 29.

MSU Billings Scholarships –Scholarship application included in the Application for Admission. Scholarships awarded on an on-going basis beginning in October with a priority date of February 1.
UM-Western New Student Scholarship - Must submit an application for admission to school first; then complete scholarship application available from me.  Priority deadline: February 1.
UM- Western Chancellor’s Leadership Scholars Award - Apply for admissions, have at least a 3.6 GPA or 26 ACT.  Complete application form from me. Deadline: February 1.
ESA Foundation Scholarships - Several scholarships solely for Montana applications.  Get a copy of the scholarship applications and the state scholarship list from me or print one at www.esaintl.com/esaf.  Click on scholarship applications. Click on Montana.  Deadline February 1.

KFC Colonel’s Scholarship – Minimum GPA of 2.75, pursuing a bachelor’s degree at a public, in-state school (can enter into either a 2 or 4 year accredited state-funded school as long as you continue to complete bachelor’s degree. Online application available until February 10 at www.kfcscholars.org.

MUS Honor Scholarship – Complete application, and include a copy of acceptance letter from a school in the Montana University System, a copy of transcript with 7th semester grades, and ACT scores. Application from me. Deadline: February 10 to me.
AXA Achievement Community Scholarship – Qualities: ambition & drive, determination to set & reach goals, respect for self, family & community, ability to succeed in college. Download application for $2000 scholarship at www.axa-achievement.com. Deadline February 15.

Best Buy @15 Scholarships – 1000 scholarships of $1000 each. Criteria: solid grades, involved in volunteer community service and work experience. Visit website to apply online at www.at15.com or bestbuy.com/scholarships.  Deadline February 15.
Montana Association of Conservation Districts Scholarship – two $500 scholarships to MT residents, minimum GPA 3.0, and plans to enroll in a course of study that explores natural resource issues; such as agriculture, agribusiness, animal science, range science, forestry, environmental science, land resource science, plant science, etc.  Application from me. Deadline February 15.

MSU School of Art Scholarship – More information from me. Deadline is February 25.

American Legion Auxiliary National President’s Scholarship – Candidates shall be relatives of veterans who served in the Armed Forces during eligibility dates as listed on application, and have completed 50 hours of volunteer community service.  More information at www.legion-aux.org. Application from me.  Deadline: Deliver to local unit president on or before March 1.

Toole County Education Foundation Scholarship – Scholarships to graduating seniors in an effort to honor excellence and provide financial assistance for further education. Amount of the award and the number of scholarships awarded will vary depending on the investment earnings. Application available from me.  Deadline March 1.

Montana Food Distributors Association Scholarships – one for $1000 and three $500.  Nominees should be associated with the Food industry through either employment or family relationships within the Industry. Application from me.  Deadline March 10.

Department of Montana Scholarship – Two $500 scholarships for relatives of veterans, and residents of Montana for two years.  Application from Department Headquarters, Po Box 40, Townsend, MT 59644 or call 406-266-4566.  Deadline March 15 to local auxiliary president.

Montana Community Foundation Scholarships – ranging between $500 and $2500. Scholarship criteria and applications at http://www.mtcf.org/applications.html  Deadline March 15.

Montana Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association Scholarships – two $750 scholarships to seniors who are seeking careers in local law enforcement. Based on need, academic ability and career goals. GPA at least 2.5, and plan to attend a Montana college that offers a Criminal Justice degree. Application from me.  Deadline March 31.
U.S. Bank Internet Scholarship Program - Forty $1,000 scholarships. No essays. Apply online at usbank.com/studentloans.  Program runs October through March.

Nordmeier/Tafoya Memorial Scholarship – Criteria: permanent disability, attend  a Montana school, financial need.  Application from me.  Deadline April 15.

Aloha Nursing Scholarship – applicants must be related to a member of the American Legion Auxiliary and interested in pursuing a career in nursing.  Application from me. Deadline: May 1.

Remember there is no job that you will ever have that pays more per hour than applying for scholarships!

Upcoming dates:
*College Goal Sunday – Jan. 31. Sponsored by Student Assistance Foundation; held at 18 Montana sites to provide free guidance to students and parents in filling out the FAFSA.  Attendees may also register to win one, $500. scholarship. Check locations at www.CollegeGoalMT.org.

*Montana Tech Days – January 22 and April 16 in Butte. This open ouse event is for all students interested in exploring college opportunities. You will also find out how to access some of the one million dollars in merit scholarships that Tech awards to new students each year. Sign up by calling 1-800-445-8324 or online to RSVP at http://www.mtech.edu/onestop/tech_day_rsvp.html.

*MSU Friday in Bozeman – January 29 or March 12 – an all-day campus visit event which offers prospective students and their families the opportunity to meet with faculty and students, explore academic facilities, tour campus and investigate possibilities for financial aid and scholarships. Online registration at www.montana.edu/admissions/msufriday.shtml.
*Healthcare Career Day at MSU-Great Falls, College of Technology on February 1. If interested, let me know. Registration packets must be returned by January 20. Limit of 5 from NTCHS may attend.
*MSU Billings Preview Days February 12, March 29 and April 16. Call 800-656-MSUB ext 2158 or visit www.msubillings.edu/Future/Preview Day.htm
*Skilled Trades Career Fair – February 23, 10 am to 2:30 pm at MSU-Great Falls College of Technology. By 2021 MT industry will need approximately 11,500 new construction and skilled trade workers to keep up with current growth. Visit with area firms to learn how you may fit into this challenging, fast-pace industry. From education and training to exciting new projects, discover the boundless opportunities that await you in the Skilled Trades industry. Registration deadline is February 15 – pick up form from me.
TOP TEN FINANCIAL AID TIPS

1. Start now High school choices affect college success.

2. Complete the FAFSA as soon as possible after January 1.

3. Don’t pay to have someone complete the FAFSA for you. 

4. Explore scholarships. Apply for institutional scholarships first. Use free scholarship searches online.

5. Apply for admission now and submit your ACT scores.

6. Create college savings. Pre-pay tuition, make a dorm deposit, purchase a college computer.   Anticipate costs and ‘spend down’ student savings before completing the FAFSA.

7. Create choice. Apply to your dream school, a second choice, and a ‘safety school’ closer to home.

8. Special circumstances can increase your awards. Notify financial aid office if you have a disability, job loss, divorce or death in your family.

9. Meet all your deadlines to maximize your awards.

10. Borrow only as a last resort. Federal student loans must be repaid.
